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Cervical cancer screening 
and the COVID pandemic:   
the importance of co-testing 
with Pap and HPV
The COVID-19 pandemic has reduced cervical cancer 
screening and associated cancer diagnoses—
putting women’s lives at risk.

Double-digit decline in cervical cancer diagnoses within 
1 year of the start of the COVID-19 pandemic4
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Cervical cancer is  
still a concern1-4

  •   Screening visits went down during  
the pandemic3

  •   As a consequence, diagnoses are down

  •   Patients may be under-screened

  •   As a result, make sure patients ages 
30-65 receive the best: co-testing 

Co-testing matters 
Co-testing with Pap and HPV together helps identify more cases of cancer and precancer than either test alone. In a recent 
Quest Diagnostics Health Trends® retrospective, longitudinal study:5

Co-testing versus HPV alone

HPV was not detected in 1 in 5 cases of 
cervical cancer5
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Pap alone did not identify presence of a  
pre-cancerous condition in 11% of patients5
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Pap and HPV are screening tests for cervical cancer. They are not diagnostic tests when used as part of routine screening, and are subject to false-negative and false-positive results. These 
tests are most reliable when a satisfactory sample, regularly obtained, is submitted with relevant clinical findings and history, and when the Pap and HPV results are evaluated along with 
historic and current clinical information. 
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Quest Advanced® Women’s Health
Delivering care throughout a woman’s life requires testing that you can rely on. Our commitment to 
you is to make testing more actionable and accessible for you, your patients, and their families.

Give her the best: give her co-testing
Smart Codes make it easy to incorporate co-testing into your practice
Smart Codes: a solution from Quest to help you order the combination of an image-guided Pap, HPV test, and STI testing 
appropriate for her age and risk factors.6-8

Learn more at QuestSmartCodes.com

Guidelines support  
co-testing 
Guidelines from leading health organizations, 
ACOG, USPSTF, and ASCCP continue to endorse 
co-testing as a Grade A level screening option 
in women ages 30-65.6-8

Review the guidelines at  
QuestWomensHealth.com

To learn more about co-testing, contact your Quest Diagnostics® 
sales representative or visit QuestWomensHealth.com


